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Deſcription of the Park ---- The Hoyſe 
and Pittures. | 


| LET T | # <a © 
From the Houfe to the Church and Alcove: 


LET FER N 
From the Alcove to the Gratto, 


LETTER IV. WO 
From the Grotto to the Ruin, "2 


" LETTER 
From the Ruin to the Gothic ſeat, the 
Hermitage, and Pope's building. 
LETTER VI. 


From Pope” s building to the Ranalt, | 
Thomſon's ſeat, and the Column,---- 
3 PR 
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4H E weather ns fo 
exceedingly fine, and the 
whole face of the country ap- 
pearing ſo irreſiſtibly 1 inviting, de- 
termined” me in my ; excurſion ; 
---- my heart was ſet upon the 
pleaſing tour ; 5 and as I preſſed 
towards the lovely bowers of 
Hagley,* my feelings declared me 
perfectly happy -I did not arrive 
there till the duſk of the evening; 
and in the ſweeteſt morning that 
ever uſhered in the meridian of 

®* The ſeat of Lord Lyttelton. 
A ſpring, 


2 A DESCRIPTION OF 


avenue of limes, and elms, among 
a thouſand-mellow throated birds, 


+ e eee 
5 ee e 


14 35 9 


1 grandeur han by 
ſimplicity I ſaw a proof in this 


me into the princely dome, where 
L found. every thing agreeable to 
a * expatRaion: the rooms conve- 


nient, 


CY 


Is the walt dent profulign- 


"MAGLEY PARK, 4 - 


dient, and in the juſtaſt propory 
tion ; ceiling pieces rich: cr: 
nices, light, eligible, and fanair 
ful: the paintings gurgerqus, and 
Vangyke, Titian, and other Gar 
pencils. I found the whale Fur- 
niſhed, with a propriety, modeſty, 
and taſte, which in my opinion, is 
far more agrecable to che eye than 


is co ball 5091 Mee N | 
of ſculpture, would find a pleaſing 


amuſement hut, as I FRA you | 
wiſh me to be very p ; 


svery thing; I will cloſe g ler 
ter wich an account of the pickures * 
| Az | I met 


— 
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F'inct” with, as they reſpectively 
range, "that, * were you to viſit 
Hagley,” you might know them 
all; without the trouble of aſking 


' queſtion: expect no other com- 


ment than that I think moſt of 
them wilt bear to be looked upon 
on an wort * che firſt 3 


55 12 


gurken . A by "FR 1 10 
Ober the chimney place, in ſtucco. 


Pan courting Diana, with the 
offering of a fleece of goat's hair; 
after a picture, of Carlo Marat; | 


by Vapili. 
© Medaliohs, and other ortiaments; ; 
'by the ſame. WE 85 


Stone Work of the chimney ; . 
Lovell. 


a Statues, 


\HAGLEY,; PARK. s 


Statues, copied at Florence, from 
the antique in the. Great Duke 3 
gallery. 

Six antique buſts; 3 and two 1 
Riſback, viz. the heads of Rubens, 
and Vandyke: that on the ri ight 

from the dar, next to 8 8 
3 n 1 5 1 


EP 8 0. N. 
Hay, Lord Carliſle, full 8 
and the Counteſs of Portland, on 
each ſide the door from the hall; 1 5 
by Vandyke. ; | 


ny Next the chimney. | 2 jr 

Bhs he marriage of Neptune and 
Cybele :, an emblematical pi icture 
of the mixture of earth, and water, | 
A 'S-: | Producing. | 


* ” % * * © 


, . 


Fad 


3 A prStrivrion or 


pftoclueing plemy. The bvtan 
kgures, are by Rubens. 


Over the chimney. ; 
"The royal family of Charles the 


firſt; by Vandyke, 


Charles a firſt, by. old Stone ; 
and over the oppoſite door, his 
' Queen. It is doubtful, whether 
this be an original, by Vandyke, | 
or à copy by Jerviſe, at the ſale 
of whoſe pictures it was bought. 


Oppoſite the chimney. a 
Venus reconciled to Plyche; by 
_ Aitian. Next to that, Jacob and 
- kis family] Journeying; by Giacomo 
ain. 


DRAW- 


HAGLEY PARK, „ 


DRAWING ROOM. 
(eing. 

Flere, e fans wid 
zephyrs about her, .in the air; and 
the four corners, the ſeaſons repre» 
ſented by cupids ; by Cipriani 

Over the clamney. 

Lord Bath; by Ramſey. 
Lord Cobham, and Lord Chef: 
terßeld; by Vanlo. That on the 
right is Lord Cobham. | 


Over the door next the windows. . 
Mr. H. Pelham; by Shakelton; 
and Lord Hardwicke; by Ramſey. 

GALLERY. 

On each fide, looking into the part. 
The princeſs of Orange, mother 
to King William; by Gerrard 

Huntorſt. | 
„ Sir 


% 


8 A DESCRIPTION. OF 
Sir Thomas Clifton, afterwards 
Lord Treaſurer ; by old Stone. 
| On each fide the South Meng" 
Oliver Cromwell, with Sir Peter 
Temple; a. copy by Jerviſe, from 
an original in the Rich family into 
which his daughter married. 
Lady Barrymore, with 1 page; 
by Lely.- | 
| Over the door from the FER roam. 
The Counteſs of Bedford; by 
 Vandyke. 
On the right of this, Sir Chriſto- 
pher Minnes, an admiral killed in 
one of the Dutch wars; * aſs 
2 Dutch paint er. 
On the left, Miſs Brown, ſiſter 
to Sir George Brown; by Lely. 


H AGLET PARK. 9 


Next to Miſs Brown, the Duke 
of Monmouth; by Lely., 
Next to this, the CW of | 
Suffolk ; by the ſame. OH ONT. NY 
„ the chimney. EX | 
2 virgin and child. It i is doubt- 
ful whether this be an original, or 
a copy from Vandyke; by. old Stone. 


On the left of the chimney.” 
The Counteſs of Southeſke, 5 | 
Lord Brounker ; by Lely. | 
Next to Lord Brounker, on the 
other ſide of the pillar, the Counteſs 


of Exeter; by VandykbkeQ. 
Over the door into the egen 


Miſs Stuart, afterwards Ducheſs 
of Richmond; by Lely, or Green- 
bill, Lely's beſt ſcholar, 


Next 


10 A DESCRIPTION OF 
Next to this, Sir William Far- 
fax; by old Stone. | 


| On the right band of the Wet window, 
looking into the country. 


Lady Lyttelton, daughter of Sir | 
William Fairfax, and firſt wife to 
Sir Charles Lyttelton ; by Lely. 

On the left, Sir Charles Lyttel- 
ton, grandfather to the late Lord 
Lyttelton 3 by Riley. a 

| Oppoſite to the door into the parlour. 

The Ducheſs of Buckingham, 
daughter to Lord Fairfax; by 
Vandyke. 

Next to her, John Lyttelton, 
| grandfather to Sir Chartes 3 Nl 
Zuccaro. | 


PAR- 


HAGLEY PARK. if 

PAR L OU R. 
Lord keeper Loreto; by 5 
Wright. | 
On the right bf this, admiral 
Wet; on the left, almir Smith; 
both By Wüſdn. 


Over the door, on rn 
Dr. Charles Lyttelton, biſhop of 
ü calile: by Ramſey. 


e Mev Lives ee 


Lady Moleſworths by Kaeller. . 


we he dor, next lo the windows. 

Sir Thomas Lyttelton, Bart. ſoh 

to Sir Charles; by Wilſon. 

His mother; by Dole. A bad 
likeneſs, | 


one. 
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Oppoſite to the beauſet. 

A full length of Judge Lyttel- 
ton, author of the book of tenures, 
commented upon by Lord Coke. 
This was copied from a picture in 
the Middle Temple Hall, taken 
from a painted glaſs in the wine 

dow of Frankley church. 


—— x ˙*—/ 


J On each ſide of this, Mr. Wil- 

liam Lyttelton, Governor of Ja- 

1 inaica, &c. by Wilſon; and Miſa 

{ - | Heſter Lyttelton, afterwards Mrs. 

| Fitzmaurice; by Robinſon 

hy Under theſe, Landſcapes; ;. by 
Zuccarelli, SO] 
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Oppoſite to Mr. William Lyt- 
telton, Sir Richard Lyttelton, 
Knight of the Bath, &c. by Pom- 
ꝓeo Battoni, 


Under 


* 


WXOLEY: PA NK. LY 


Under this,” a Landſcape taking 
in a part of a Villa near Rome, 
where Paſtor Fido was firſt acted; 
by Wilſon; who drew the picture 
of Sir Thomas Lyttelton, and the 

two Admirals; different from the 
Wilſon who drew chat o Governor 
Ln | 


7 1 R A KR by 
5 Over the "chimney. © | 
Pope, with his cog. Bounce; 5 
by Richardſon. 1 


W. the oor from te hall. . | 
Gilbert Weſt, Eſq; painter un- 
known. 


— over the he oppo door, | 
' Thomſon; ; by Ackman. 


The 


24 A DESCRIPTION: QF 

The marble buſts of Milton, 
were rn by Sheenmaker, ad 
let by Mr. eee | 
DRESSING: Rook 
Next to the Library. * 


Over the chimneyrx. 
Mr. Henry Lyttelton, ſon to 
Sir Charles, when a child; or 
Greenhill. HR 
Next to the china. 
Upper picture, William Prince 
of Orange; the founder of the 
Dutch common wealth ; by Mire- 
_ | 
Under picture, Sir Alexander 
Temple ; by Corn, Johnſon. 41 


A 


Over 


ee 16 

41M the door into the bed chamber. | i 
e Queen of Bohe 

Johaſon, PP Wing * 


Newt io her on tie eiehd fide of the Gade 


Ppper obert Stain · 
picture Si. 
mw z by —— 
Wer pitture 3 hip 0 
» of Sir Tho. Granny 
pr e Job. > 7 
On the left ſid | 
0 6 'of the windin; 
I ah picture, Prince Maurice, 
5 — ung; by Dobſon. 7 
picture, Lady P 
aget, 


moth Lady W 
er to 
Nen Y 2 W 


N ext to Princ 
e je on 
| window, 4 
— ire, he 5 g 
p Ferdinando Lyt- 
_ ." telton, 
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36 A DESCRIPTION OF | 
telton, brother to Sir Charles; ; by 


Zoch. r 


Under picture, Mariel, g 
10 Sir Thomas Bromley, Lord High 
Chancellor; and wife to John 
Lyttelton, Sir Charles's, Tome 
father ; by C. J ohnſon. 

On the other fide, the window. 011418 

Upper picture, Sir Edward Ca- 
rew; by old Stone. . 
Under picture, Sir Thomas 
Vere; by Ruben's maſter, 

Over the door from the Library. 

Sir John Lyttelton „ ann. dom. 
1 557; by Zuccaro. F 

On each ſide of him, Sir Tho- 


By Lyttelton, knight and bart. 


father to Sir Charles; by Van 


| Somer. And his wife, the daugh- 


ter 


HAGLEY PARK. © 
ter of Sir Thomas Crumpton; by 
Cornelius Johnſon. | 

Under theſe, a landſcape; ; by 
Wooton; and a ſea piece: by 
Charles Bamfylde, Eſq. 


SCARLET BED CHAMBER. 
oOrer the chimney. "a6 


T he Ducheſs of Portſmouth, 
painted after the death of Charles 
the IId. by Le Fevre, A 9 


Painter. 
| over the two doors. 
The late Lord Dran, by 
Reynolds. A 
Lucy his firſt Lady; * Wil- 
liams; a bad likeneſs. 18 
8 ' GREEN 
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18 & DESCRIPTION OF . 
GREEN BED CHAMBER. 


221 7 65 
9 ” & 5 


Oyer fie ann. 8525 
A dead, Chriſt, and the thee 


| 1 Ly by Vandyke. „A at. 


n haha, of the chimney, next the bed, 
LTatchts at ſea; by Stork, maſter 


of Vandervelt. 


5 uch unknown; by Lely:” © 


A landſcape: ; ; by old Greffier i 
eing a view of the Rhine. AT 


F351 
. 4 4 + 


Over the door into the areſf ng room. 
14 view of the rocks at Persfield. 


Over the dear oppoſite the window. 


A view os Tincern r near 
Perefield. 


5 4:4 5 Over 


v7 


NENA K ag 
Vue aht door nent the chimney. | 
A view of a part uf :Milford 
F HA 50 


DR ESSING, R 00 OM 
Next to the Selobn. 

e ne fide text to the bed c ty 195 
A lady. 28 55 by Lely. T " 

* landſcape; b oton. 3 

A landſcape on 4 "ame 1 abject 
as the arcadia of Nicholas PST 
but differently treated; by Cipriani. 
_ Pompey's head brou ught to Cæ- 
Tar; by Dr. Wall, a learned Phy- 
ſician, and a ſelf-raught pf Panzer 


© > Oppoſite 10 the window: | 
e e Thinks Kev- | 
n. brother to Sir Charles 3 and 
B23 His 


* 
N — 
* 
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His firſt wife, daughter of- Tho- 
mas Carey, ſecond ſon of Ro- 
bert Earl of e * 
7 Greenhill. _ 


— — 
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ity Under piſtures ;/ an alto Nile. 
la on 2 ruin in the Borgheſe gardens 
1 ; at Rome; by Viviano. r 
At A battle piece; by Wike ; and 
bi F the triumph of 2 a drawing; 5 
4 by , | 
0 ouer the — 
A boy i in the character of young 
Bacchus; by Dobſon. 
David with the head of Goliah, 
copied from Guido; by Jordan. 
A Dutch market woman with a 
low; ; ” Blocknart. | 
8 . | fey A lady 
| * . 


"HAGLEY PARK. .2t | 
K lady uhknown 3 by Gerrard 
Hunthorſt. W ; 
| Miniatures; by Peres: Qliver 
Cooper, and others. 
en Over the doors. - | 
King Charles the 11. by 2 
| painter unknown; and 5 
| His queen ; by Holman: 


Near the door into the ſaloon. 
A perſpective of a church "I 
painter unknown. - | 


A Dutch bagpiper and . e 


ny; by Brughall. | 
A drawing; by Bam- 
Held, Eſq. | 


Among a collection of PE 
painted by ſuch eminent maſters, 
B 3 you 


#2 A DESCRIPTION OF: 
you muſt imagine 'I was highly | 
entertained -I was ſo ; but much 
regretted your abſence; I wanted 
a more competent judge than 
myſelf, loſing perhaps many of 
their extellencies on that account. 
; 185 ie ain 1990155 
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ls ſtately manſion ſtands up- 
on eafy nſmg ground, in the 
midſt of a rich and capacious 
lawn: except on the North fide, 
where for convenience, are the 
offices and kitchen garden: but 
theſe, by a very elegant ſnrubbery, 
filled with variety of evergreens, 
and verged with luxuriant full 
grown limes, and other trees, to- 


tally conceal every offenſive object, 
from any point of view through- 
out the whole of the park. | 
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24 A DESCRIPTION OF - 


Before I deſcended the noble 
flight of ſteps, (which I thought 


wanted the addition of a porti- 


co) an endleſs proſpect, enriched 
with every variety, held me for 


ſome time in much pleaſure: and 


when I took my way round the 
houſe to the centre of the North 


| front, J again oth in admira- 
Zion. — m 


| The na from hence exhibits a 


landſcape that would do honour 


to the pencil of a Pouſſin: ---an in- 


expreſſible glow of the ſublime 
and beautiful, in all the fullneſs of 
their powers. Immediately op- 


3 happily diſtanced, on the 
brow / 


* 


"HAGLEY' PARK. 2 

brow of a «finely 'poliſhed lawn, 
ſtands a tall and light column, em- 
boſomed by a ſweeping grove f 
Pines and elms, falling down the 
hill, and ſeemingly connected with 
the trees that ſurround 2 ſmall 
gothic church, within about a hun- 
dred paces from the foot. Large 
oaks ſingle, and others in groupes, 
from hence grace another ſwelling 
lawn, diverſified with patches of 
fern, extending itſelf in fine in- 
equalities to a different and loftier 
compartment of a wood, that gradu- 
ally diminiſhes to a light, airy grove, 
yet' affording over its branches a 
precipitate ſlant of the green hills | 
of Clent --- bold, high, and 1 
. 


c | Bringing 
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Bringing your eye back again 
to the column; tlie grove. on the 
left, ſteals down the hill juſt far 
enough to make it appear in the 
centre of an ample creſcent; while 
another ſmall grove, relieved from 
the, body of, the wood, as if drop- 
ped there by chance, lets in, on 
the extremity of the hill behind, 
4 clump of firs: the lawn from 
thence gradually falls, forms the 
fineſt ground imaginable, and in 2 
noble ſweep, leads the eye up the 
_ hill of 1 


Though this part, Which 0 c 
giacefully fills the landſcape, be 
not within, the pale of the park, it 


MAGUEYV PARK by 


beats ſuch an intimate relation tod 


it, that it never can be conſidered 
otherwiſe than as the ſame v it is 
the great road only, that ſevers 
the ſiſter beauties; and this being 
fo intirely ſecluded; you are no 

here apprized of it; conſequently 
the EEO oa me- 5 
nt f i. $i ; 1315 

vt Thoſe nn 23850 in a 
tively and magnificent taſte.— 
Upon the brow of the firſt ſteep 
rising hill; appears a light, elegant 
portico, taken from a drawing of 
the temple of Theſeus, covered 
belund by a deep, dark plantation 
of Scotch firs, extending and ſhews 
ing itſelf in great power down the 
precipitate 


28 A'DESCRIPTION OF 
| precipitate ſides of the hill in 
| front : and on the left of the build- 
ug, on a yet higher ſwell, in the 
midſt of an irregular area of lawn, 
proudly ſtands an obeliſk, rearing 
| its ample head; beyond which, at 
"In the farchermoſt extremicy of the 
| ground, a venerable grove of an- 
cient oaks, ſtretching down, and 
loſing itſelf behind the ſhrubbery 
and limes that grace the fore- 
ground, compleats one of the moſt 
raviſhing views that ever was held 
up to the eye. 
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I reluctantly quitted my ſtand --- 
Sut * thoſe ſort of e ex- 
* | 


— 
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pectation vnn rife, We r 
ceeded to 2 


The H. UR 0 H. ie 
A {mall antique building, with a 
tower entirely covered with i Ivy; its 

_ environs likewiſe, fo cloſely inter- 
woven with trees, that both are ren- 
dered almoſt inviſible at the ſmalleſt 
diſtance. The inſide of the build- 
ing is exceedingly neat; and the 
chancel windows are richly adorned. 
with ſtained. glaſs. This is a mo- 
dern production; but whether 
equally durable as the ancient, 
. whoſe beauty appears yet unſul- 
lied in ſome of the cathedrals and 
churches, time will beſt diſcover. 

8 Among 


Among the ſeveral. monuments, 
in the place, that, erected to the 
memory of Lucinda Lyttelton, 
will claim ' yourt lneticey theſe 
Seautiful lines upon it being writ- 
ten by the pencil of her beloved 
Den late Lord. ens 


Made to e all 3 and chars 
dll eyes; 1 LTH 

Meek, tho' magnanimous; tho witty, wiſes 6 
Polite, as ſhe in courts had ever been; E 

Yet good, as ſhe the world had never ſeen, 

The noble fire of an exalted mind. 1. 
With gentleſt female tenderneſs combirr d 
Her ſpeech was the _—_— voice of 

le,, 

eee * 2 
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— Froeter: chanchanſeig) 
So es her heart, and as her reaſon, ſtrong, 
Hertform, each Wel ber mind ex- 

: Welt; 0:7 2106! 40 24 2 81 


Her mind was virtue, by! the graces delle f 


Near to this, is another rhat 
8 needs no monumental encomiums 
to immortalize his character. On 
a plain ſtone 1 the name 

only, of 5 
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I hurried away from theſe melan- 
choly repoſitories of the dead, 
with reflections I don't chuſe to 
trouble you with; and came 0 f 
alrow wy waving path, by the 

lide 
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ſide of a pebbly rill, that led me 
to a rude, gloomy hollow, with 
every appearance of its being leſt 
in that ſtate, by ſome violent con- 
cuſſion, or inundation. — | 


15, oral * this be not nature 
in ſome of her gameſome freaks, 


art hath greater powers than I 
imagined ſhe had. „ 
I 1 the midſt of it, to 
" a ſimple bench under a tree; and 
' from the gaity of a park, open, 


2 and .filled with chearful objects, 
um mel in 2 000 in. 


ef in a wild, diſordered, Wh 


ſavage ſolitude, ---I\ was  ſurround- 
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ed by ſteep, abrupt, and hanging. 
banks, devoid of verdure--- trees 
ef an amazing height, ſome in the 


bottom, others as if flipped down 
the ſides, confuſedly jumbled to- 


gether ; their roots expoſed, creep- 


ing along, and over the ground --- 


ragged huge ſtongs, ſeemingly | 
rolled, or driven there, by ſome 
violence, in the utmoſt diſorder —— 


rocky caſcades ---- -and the drib- 
uu of ſprings. | 


ak with the agreeable no- 
velty, I knew not when to leave it; 


i 18 One Of nature's on bomers 

I fat in pleaſure ;--- cool refreſhing 

breezes played around me; - the 
C birds 
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birds in ceaſeleſs ſongs ſoothed my 
ear; was loſt in contempla- 
tion, and forgot the deſign I came 


My attention at length was 
called to the ſteep ſtony bank, 
darkened with ſhrubs and buſhes 
and rolling from a corner of it, a 
well broken ftream. Here I found 
the pencil of the noble deſigner 
had been buſy, though ſcarcely 
viſible; and that it is owing to 
this bank, in a great meaſure, 
the place takes its ruſtic ſorm: 
for if you are attentive to the 
diſpoſition of it, you will find its 
ſides perfectly natural; notwith- 
| ſtanding 
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ſtanding what has been ſaid to the 
contrary 5 and when you are told, 
this hollow, or glen (taking away 
the dams of the reſervoirs above) 
runs up to the verge of the park, 
beginning there like a ſmall gut- 
ter, you will conclude, that its firſt 
formation muſt ariſe from thoſe 
torrents, which have time out of 
mind, itz floody ſeaſons, or on the 
melting of deep ſnows, ſo rapidly 
poured from the Clent hills; and 
by collecting in their courſe other 
ſuch gutters or paſſages, conſe- 
quently, as the ſtreams united, 
they became more fierce and tur- 
bulent; driving away the bil; 
widening the banks, and leaving 

10 "CS the 


- 
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the trees, and the roots of them, in 
this place, as well as in others 
above, in the confuſion and na- 
kedneſs, in which * now ap- 
Pear. 
Whether I am right or not in 
my opinion, is of little import- 
ance. ----I am ſenſible at leaſt, 
that the place, though but curſo- 
rily attended to by ſome, has many 
. beauties; and that no other in the 
| | park ſhews a ſtronger exertion. of 
genius: this you muſt acknow- - 
ledge, when, after climbing 2 
bank of a few paces, you find 
yourſelf, in an inſtant, borne from 
the regions of gloom and melan- - 
lache 
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lancholy, to the roſeate bowers of 
paradile. 


Adventitious ſcenes are always 
attended with pleaſure; and the 5 
more ſo, when introduced to give 

a very ſtriking contraſt: that 
contraſt here appears in a moſt 
conſpicuous manner, and evident- 
1y ſpeaks the intention of the pre- 
ceding rough, uncultivated receſs 
the deſign has its wiſhed-for 
effect; the view from the palla- 
dian bridge operates like beauty 
on the ſenſes, and charms the 
ſpectator into ſilent admiration. _ | 


The AL COE 
Which this arch ſupports, is a 
chearful light building, modelled 

c 15 
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by the hand of fancy, and has this 


1 + : 


- ==> - - - - - - Viridantia tempe 
Tempe, quæ lylve cingunt ſuper.impen- 
dentes. 
Delightful vales! with conſtant verdure 
_ crown'd, 
Where flow the rills, and ſhading trees 
around, | Is 


No viſta ſurely was ever | held to 
the eye with ſuch advantages to 


pleaſe — With what attention, 
and even tranſport does not al- 


moſt every ſtranger look on the 


clear lake before him !---on the 


majeſtic ſpreading trees that' paint 


its ſteep and bold ſwelling ſides, 


DATUFE 
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rizontal arms, and dipping down 
to the curling wave! what does he 
playing caſcade, guſt from- the 
ſhrub-grown rocky banks, in foam- 
ing plunge, down the cloſe em- 
' boſomed vale!----when he caſts ' 
his eyes on thoſe variegated ſhrub- 
by ctoſſings, and flants of lawn 
above - on the green riſing knole 
at the extremity of view, covered 
ſometimes with the browſing deer, 
and crowned with a rotundo, in 
perfect character, and in perfect 
beauty ! while round him the me- 
lody of the thruſh, the blackbird, 
and other different warblers, give 
C4 their 
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| their wild, and chearful notes, tex. 

f make it ſtill more delightful! ---- 
£5 He ſtands in rapture--- he gazes 

--- contemplates ---- and with re- 

luctance, leaves the elyſian bower! 


— A 
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| HERE lives in this worl 
a certain ſpecies of men, 
ſo incorrigible and prone to evil, 
who, though nurtured under the 
facred wing of friendſhip, or even 
that of paternal. affection, would 
glory in the opportunity of a -reta- 
hation the moſt injurious. _ 


To theſe malevolent miſcreants, - 
ve may very juſtly compare thoſe; 
who wantonly do a ſecret miſchief 
for the ſake of it. How un- 

i manly, 
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manly, how ungrateful, how. illi- 
beral the act, when a gentleman, 
to whoſe goodnature it is wholly 
owing that we are permitted at 
will to enjoy his park at all times 
and ſeaſons, to abuſe that gene- 
rous liberty, in defacing his tem- 
ples and his inſcriptions. Yet 
fo it: is, and Hagley you will find- 
ſhares, what I believe 1s, the fate 
of all other places. But let me 
proceed. * 

The powers of art are ſpecious, 
ſeductivt; particularly with thoſe 
who have not eyes to ſec and ac- 
knowledge the ſuperior charms of 
nature. For my on part, though 

perhaps 
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perhaps my judgment may be cen-, - 
ſured in diſſenting from the gene- 
ſtanding I was ſo deeply ſtruck, 
there is one thing in the celebrated 
ſcene of my laſt exceptionable: . it 
is obvious; the peculiar ſtiffneſs of 
the caſcades, and the ſtraight lined 
banks that form them, though they 
| be well enough hid in ſome mea - 
ſure by ſhrubs, can never be re- 
conciled to true taſte, Had the 
deſigner in his uſual judgment 
thrown all his powers there, no 
ſcene would have been more per- 
fect: you will find every other 
part in a dreſs that wül bear the 
ſtricteſt examination. £ 


But 
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But notwithſtanding nature has 
been rather roughly handled, in 


modelling this fre view, into ſo 


much conſequence, as to almoſt 
faſcinate the eyes of every indivi- 
dual who approaches it; ſhe yet 


| hovers about, in her uſual graces, 


half pleaſed, as if unwilling to 
quit a place, wherein ſhe once ſo 
much delighted: ---- ſhe fled ; --- 
but ſhe only fled a little way, and 
that reluctantly, from the part 
only, where art is confeſſedly too 
viſible, and lit in all her plates; 


in mm above. 


- I paſſed the hatch back again, 
| and kept along the fide of the 


by water » 
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water, following an eaſy winding. 
path, ſhady, and well condu Qed, 
till it opened to a ſweep of lawn, 
ſkirted every. way by groves, and 
ſubordinate clumps of well grown 
elms. An elegant temple, riſing - 


in a circular bend, on a brow that 


| gradually ſlopes to the foot, will 
faften your attention, and compel 
you to acknowledge, no building 
ever ſtood more . powerfully con- 
ducive to the pleaſure of land- 
ſcape: as you walk along, your 
eye 1s for ever upon it, till you 
come to a green ſeat, which pro- 
bably will detain you a moment 
in pleaſure, before n enter the 


environs of N 
| The 
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The GR OTT o. 


A gate leads into this buſy, fa - 
landing receſs, where, for ſome 
time I muſingly walked within the 
umbrage of gloomy yews, - and 
other ever-greens; crouded, and in | 
negligent eonfuſion. I ſaw every 
part about me tended to give it a 
ſolemn opake caſt; and concluded 
from thence, it was meant to con- 
traſt the more lively features of 
fome approaching effort of the de- 
. ee ed 


My eee ſoon con- 
firmed. From a ſmall bench un- 


der an oak of — magni- 
tude, 
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rude, the fcene began to open— 
to ſhew ſomething ſo inexpreſſibly 


pleaſing — that I could not help 


forming ideas of an im | 1 
tranſition into Arcadian felicity 


into fairy land; where fancy might 
poſſibly prompt me to imagine 


rhe little dapper inhabitants were 
ſpectator of their myſtic revels. 


The idea of the firſt was rei- 


true ſpirit of Quixote enthuſiaſm. 


among 


( 
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among high-towering trees, ſlop- 
ing banks, covered with various 


N kinds of moſs, ſnrubs, and ſweet- 


ſcented flowers, mingling their fra- 
grance and hues; the enchanting 

ſcene roſe before me, in all its ſyl- 
van attractions. A ſeat in a niche 
of cinder- ſtudded rock ſtopped me. 
Il fat down inquiſitively curious, 
and. looked upon the gay aſſem- 
blage of objects with a greedy eye. 


A medicean Venus firſt drew my 
attention, and almoſt reconciled 
me to ſtatues; the effect is really 
very pretty; owing perhaps to its 
tucky- ſituation, which is choſen 
with great judgment ſtanding in a 
| „ „ 
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ruſtic arched nook, retired, and ſo- 
| litary, under an interwoven thicket 
of trees and ſhrubs. --- More op- 
poſite, but joining in the ſweep, 
riſe the livelieſt groupes of laurels 
and other evergreens, in eternal 
verdure; feathering the foot of a 
ſtately wood, that runs up a hill 
behind, in all the pride of perfec- 
tion: while in the flowery ſcoop of 
the rambling dell, and under the 
laurel grove, a knot of groteſque 
ſeats, as if excavated from a natural 
ſcar of rock, ſtands in modeſt ſim- 
plicity, vivifying every of its ſub- 
joining parts. 


| But what afforded me an equal 


pleaſure, was an ancient lime near 


D "7 


50 & DESCRIPTION OF 

me, to whoſe antique form, the 
whole of the dell, in a great mea- 
fure, owes its pictureſque appear- 
ance, This tree, probably, about 


2 century ago, ſtood full grown, 
ſtraight and lofty: but either by 


the axe, or rather, I ſhould ſup- 

poſe, by ſome violent tempeſt of 
wind, the whole body of it has 
been wrung off, within a few feet 
of the earth; and the trunk itſelf 
from thence, ſplit into three parts, 

to the very root; from the remain 
ing wreck of which, ſeveral ſtems, 
like ſo many grafts on an old apple 
ſtump, have ſhot up, and are now, 
each of them, large and ſpreading 


The 
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The novelty of this is very en- 
tertaining; and its ſtanding ſo hap- 
pily on the brink of a declivity on 
one fide, and projecting into the 
Path on the other, is a great ap- 
pendage; and ſtill more ſo, by an 
agreeable touch of taſte, in en- 
couraging moſs to grow upon its 
rugged, heaved- up roots, and ſhat- 
tered trunk: this very naturally 
adds to its ruſticity; and the ſame 
ingenious taſte has extended itſelf 
in cloathing the banks, and upper 
parts of the vale, with the ſame 
variegated vegetable. 


Bare ſoil always diſguſts; nor 
ſhould it ever be viſible, but where 
D 2 the 
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the ſcene is meant to be rough, 
rude, and melancholy : there it 


would be characteriſtic; here, very 
+ unſightly: and as it is impoſſible 


for a graſſy turf to flouriſh within 
a cloſe ſhade, where the ſun but 
ſeldom darts his beams, and where 


the air likewiſe, has not the free- 
dom of circulation, moſs is an un- 


exceptionable. ſubſtitute ; it not 
only makes a ſoft, and chearful 
carpet ; but it 1s ever lively in the 
molt gloomy receſſes, 


J was invited from my ſituation, 
though the moſt engaging imagi- 


nable, to explore other beauties ; 
90 _ down the gay floping 


bank, 


— — 
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bank, by the fide of my favodrite 
lime, which has a little bench you 
will be pleaſed with, to the rocky 
fancy ſeat, where 1 found theſe 


lines : ny Þ * 
e b Ego laudo ruris am#ni;” 
Rivos et muſco circumlita ſaxa nemuſque. 
I joy to fit where ſtreams meand ring rove, 
Oer plains, and mols-grown rocks, and 

through the grove. 1 

There certainly wants nothing 
but the illuſion I alluded to before, 
to be realized, to render this ro- 


mantic ſpot a perfect ſcene of en- 
chantment. 


4 


© i Hs Again, 


{ 
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Again, as if alarmed, and ready 
to hide herſelf within her ruſtic 
rot; or as if juſt emerged from 
her beloved fountain, appears the 
graceful Venus; and from a ſort of 
cavernous hollow, worked into a 
precipice above, rudely decorated 
with glaſſy cinders, and miſshapen 


ſtones, the caſcade, which before 
only filled the ear with its ſoothing 


murmurs, now breaks full on the 
eye, plunging down, and puſhing 
its frothy ſtream over ſteep ſudden 


dips, till finding a ſubterraneous 


haunt under the root of a tall tree 
at your foot, is ſeen no more. 


In contemplating this picture of 
F caſcade, you will ſee how far 
| taſte 


ning in a winding perpendicular 
direction along the whole upper 
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taſte has been able to give it a 
greater importance by a ſubordi- 


nate accompaniment in a ſimilar 


character: effected by a conti- 


nuity of that maſs of cinders and 
ſtones, which conſtitutes it, run: 


confines of the dell---nor will you 
leſs admire the large, cluſtering 
foreſt trees, that preſs to the very 


edge, rearing their heads aloft, and 
extending their cloſe knit branches 


over the path below: while the 
pictureſque lime, now viſible on 
the ridge of a declivity, ſhading 
the whole dell with its luxuriant 
$3,045 with 
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: with | buſhes of roſes, woodbines, 
and other ſhrubs, intermixed with 
annuals, in a conſtant ſucceſſion of 
flower; with its capricious area of 
lawn, twiſting into a brake of lau- 
rels below, ſo happily blend their 
variety, that it is impoſſible for 
any one that has feelings, to ſit; 
and look on the graceful combi- 
nation before him, without rap- 
are.” 2 


Here, methinks, if any where, | 
among ſuch tranquil bowers, where 
peace and pleaſure ſeem to dwell, 
the villain would be diſarmed from 
executing his dark and bloody pur- 
poſes; and every paſſion that cor- 
SIC aw: rodes \ 
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rodes the human bellt Lend Halle | 
e ne n 
bro yitogois) nt - 
1 We oſten wondered that ſuch 
an entertaining part of gardening 
is not more encouraged, and more 
extenſive; when every eye that 
gazes upon it is ſo agreeably 
ftruck. --- Not that T would mean 
to throw the leaſt reflexion on the- 
confinement of a ſpot; replete with 
ſuch beauty as this is, becauſe that 
opportunity ſo finely offered here: 
but I may lament; from the plea- 
ſure it afforded me, that the ſame 
flowery taſte did not ſpring even 
from the rough ſcene preceding 
that of the. alcove; which, had it 
RE taken 
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taken effect, inſtead of the preſent 
artificial reſervoirs, would have ri- 


ſen (properly conducted) the moſt 


delectable ſcene the powers of ge- 


ius and taſte have to give. 


Wherever art becomes eſſential 
in the forming of a romantic ſoli- 


tude, the great object is, never to 


let the art by which you accom- 
though this dell be much indebted 


do it, and is avowedly a garden 


ſcene, yet you ſee nature accom- 
pany the pencil in all the eaſe of 
dreſs, and rural ſimplicity: ſhe 
ſports on every bank, is ſeen in 


the dif, —_— of every buſh and 


flower, 
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flower, and follows the hand of the 
noble deſigner implicitly. - © 


One cannot leave this feet has 
bifazioa of the ſylvan deities, with- 


out extreme regret: the mind 


imbibes ſuch a pleaſing ſerenity 
in the contemplation it affords, 
that one is ready to wiſh to re- 
main fixed within its happy bounds, 
never to mingle again in the fol- 


d. * 


Evergreens are ſo beautiful, and 
give ſo much importance, as wẽell 
to the lofty hill, as to the deep re- 
ceſs, that in my opinion, they ne- 
ver can be too much admired. 


I re-; 


lies ef a buy and lcentious 
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I remember I was once in this 
celebrated receſs, ſo diſtinguiſh- 
ed by them, in one of the winter 
months, and found its appearance 
then, equally as pleaſing as in the 
ſummer. The morning was per- 
fectly charming; the fun unob- 
ſtructed by a cloud, ſhone in his 
brighteſt luſtre * not a breath of 
wind was ſtirring: nature ſeemed 
lulled in ſoft repoſe: the foliage 
of the ſurrounding laurels was of 
the livelieſt verdure, intermixing 
with, and overarched by, the leaf- 
leſs arms of the ſtately grove, rich- 
ly powdered by the froſt ; while the 
iſicles, pendent, in a thouſand gro- 
teſque ſnapes, from the interſtices 
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of the rude rock, from whence. the 
water uſed to-guſh, completed one 
of the moſt beautiful pictures, the 
imagination can conceive.— To: 
render the ſcene ſtill more delight- 
ful, a pack of hounds on the Clent 
hills, in full cry, filled the woods 
with the harmony of their mellow 
tongues; and near me a lonely red 
breaſt, (which is not uncommon) 
warbled his winter ſong, in all the 
gaity of ſpring. .\ 


I will cloſe this epiſtle with ob- 
ſerving to you, that there is a cloſe, _ 
retired walk, branching within the 
_ melancholy yews, that fill the up- 
per part of the dell, which proba- 

bly 
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bly may afford you ſome pleaſure, 
if your mind be adapred to ſerious 
meditation; if not, you will leave 
it, as I did, in ſearch of ſome- 
thing more intereſting. 


Adieu, &c. 


LETTER _ | 


* 
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LETTER IV. 


'F Prevailed upon myſelf, though 
1 not without regret, to leave the 
grotto ſcene ; and after climbing its 
fhrub-mantled banks, found my- 
ſelf encompaſſed by an appendant 
grove, breathing. the pure breezes 
that played about me; when a 
bench, under an amazingly large 
oak, ſtopped me to look at a por- 
tico, through a leafy opening, held 
vp in much beauty. ---- But to ſee 
this in a ſuperior light, I paſſed 
the dam of a well-formed piece of 

N water 
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water, through a wicket, a little 
farther on my right; where it roſe. 

upon me in all its dignity, under 
a noble wood, ftretching itſelf up 
a ſteep hill, behind, and falling 
precipitately on each ſide, forming 
a, perfect amphitheatre, and the 
lovelieſt area of lawn imaginable; 
on which a ſturdy, and venerable 


ſpreading oak, with its ivy-coated 


trunk, alone, and - ſeated round, 
invited me to ſit, while 1 admired. 
the gay picture about-me. 


| 'T his elegant ſcege 3 to 
a garden, equally with the pre- 
ceding; and though totally its op- 


polite 1 in every reſpect, you will be 
| convinced 
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. that its intention is to 
fill the mind with the moſt roman | 
tic ideas; and you cannot help 
fancying yourſelf, as you recline 
on a ſcreen, under a buſh of lau- 
rels, near the old oak, to be with- 


in thoſe happy regions of the rural 
deities, which the claſſic muſe ſo 


ſweetly ſings. ---- The pavilion i in 
front, on the lanting hill---- the 
ample woods the alcove, deep 
in the emboſomed valley, on one 
ſide and the rotundo, between 
cluſtering trees, on a bold cleva- 
tion over a part of a winding lake 


on the other ---- conſpire ,to give 
every force to the deſign, and con- 
firm the illuſion. 3 

 , E Hagley 
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 Haptey'has a'pre-eminence'over 
moſt vf the pleaſure grounds I am 
acquainted with it not only af- 
Tordis a multiplicity of ſcenes, but 
every one riſes ſomewhat different 
in character, though all of them per- 
fectly relative; and what adds ſtill 
more to its glory, is, that you 
Always conclude the preſent can 
"never be rivalled by another, till 
another appears, and, with its 
beauty and unexpected novelty, 
effaces the impreſſion the former 
has made upon you. --- Where are 
the places that tell ſo much in 
their favour? --- or, where the de- 
ſigners, who have genius ſufficient 
to give their operations a ſimilar 
Confequence? 


Before 


. | | 2 
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wicket, I ſtepped to the laurel 
buſhes, to have a mare compleat 
view of the alcove, and of the 
ſcenery about it; here, in- 
ſtead of the caſcades, which from 
thence filled the eye, appear the 
ly united, and forming a branch of 

a large river, where you may ſup- 
poſe, the arch of the palladian 
bridge to take away the ſuperflu- 
ous water; — and when the fur- 
face of the lake is perfectly 
ſmooth, the reflection of che 
building in it, is a picture that 
I am certain ill ann vou, 


Notice. 


iy Aer 
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Aſter regaining the path from 
this little flowery excurſion, I paſſ- 
ed another wicket, into foreſt 
ground, matted with fern, among 
a variety of old, uncouth, moſs- 
grovn trees, to a bench looking 
over a | well-deſigned, | irregular 
piece of water, to the oppoſite 
woods, and lawn; while, from an- 


other, a little higher, on the brinx 


of a declivity, facing a narrow 
neck of ſteep ground, or penin- 
ſula, formed by the conjunction 
of another deep glen, running into 
the pool, and beautifully ſtudded 
with tall oaks, an urn, in the 
. midſt, ſtood too inviting, to be 
paſſed without a nearer inſpection. 
----I indulged my curioſity, and 

| WAas 
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was agreeably ſtruck, as I ap- 
proached it, with the ſolemnity that 
hovered about its ſubjoining parts, 


as well the object, which I thought 


the moſt eligible one in the world, 


to grace ſo quiet and ſequeſtered a 


receſs; perhaps nothing ever ap- 
peared more truly characteriſtic. 


— I found. it dedicated to the late 


amiable bard of the Leaſowes. 
| To the memory of 


WILLIAM SHENSTONE, "Eſq; 


In whoſe verſes 
Were all the natural graces, 
And in whoſe manners 
Was all the amiable ſimplicity 
Of paſtoral poetry; _ 
Wich the ſweet tenderneſs 
Ol the elegiac. 


E 3 It 


. 
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Ik᷑t is now that the glen, whiely 

runs, as I obſerved before, from 
the Clent hills, down to the 
gloomy hollow, appears. in its na- 
_ tural ſtate; and though the hand 
of taſte be not diſcovered in caſ- 
cade, grot, or water, it diſplays. 
nſelf much more powerfully, by 
rejecting all means of art, and ler- 
ting nature freely operate of her 
- own accord. The contraſt is ad- 
mirable; and the novelty, if no- 
thing elſe, after paſſing ſuch gay, 
and fanciful bowers, ſufficiently 
demonſtrates the judgment of the 
deſigner. —But what additions are 
wanting, when the eye rambles 
delighted, and the ear is perpetu- 

| ally 


25 | 
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ally filled with the chearful. har- 
mony of different: hirds! you en- 
joy the moſt delicious ſnade nor 
is any thing wanting to excite the 
happieſt feelings: --- ſometimes a 
break will lead the eye over an 
extenſive lawn, - dreſſed, in taſte, 
particularly ſo, at a bench that 
ſurrounds an old oak; where the 
rotundo, in a new character, on a 
green hill, accompanied by groups 
of the fineſt trees, riſes in much 
beauty — again, al is * * 
e., „ 


Thus are you amuſed while ſaun- 
tering along the rural ſides of the 
_ till the path, craſſing it, ſets 

5 1 4 before 
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before you that celebrated ſcope” 
of home landſcape, ſo generally 
admired, and what always rivetted 
the attention of one of the greateſt 
of ben . and of * 1 


M. Pope, who had the honour 
of being intimately acquainted 
with the late lord Lyttelton, be- 
ing often at Hagley, never knew 
how to contain himſelf, when he 
mu fingly ſtrayed through this part 
of the park: he uſed to call it 
his own ground; --- the favourite 
haunt of the muſes and would 
be ſeen in perfect rapture. --- Cer- 
tainly the bard ſhewed an extreme 


delicacy and judgment in his 
: choice: 
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choice : no woods ever more nobly 


graced the riſing hill, or extended: 
themſelves ſo happily down the 
valley - no lawns ever appeared 
richer in verdure, in diverſity, and 


in beauty: indeed the whole of 


what may be ſtiled his walk, which 
I ſhall ſoon make you better ac- 

quainted with, is indiſputably the 
pride of Hagley. 


* 
- my F 
= * 


Winding through this gay, ir- 
regular, and ſylvan area, paſſing 
ſometimes under the ſhade of an 
aged oak, or ſometimes through a 
cluſter; you approach the ſpot, 
where his noble cotemporary has 
n a handſome urn, emboſſed 
with 


| 
! 
1 
1 
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with emblematical figures, to his 
memory; on the pedeſtal of which 
you will read theſe lines: 


ALEXANDRO POPE. 
Poetarum anglicanorum 
Elegantiſſimo dulciſſimoque 
Vitiorum caſtigatori acerrimo 
Sapientiæ doctori ſuaviſſimo 
Sacra eſto. 8 
Ann. dom. 1744. 


Sacred to the memory 
Of ALEXANDER POPE; 
- The moſt elegant and harmonious 
Of Engliſh pocts : 
The ſevereſt ſatyriſt of vice, 
And the moſt agreeable teacher of wiſdam. 


| Ann. dem. 4744. 92 
A ſmall 
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A ſmall benck near this place, 
where a dripping ſpring iſſues from 
the root of an old tree, may detain 
you à moment, as well to reſt, as 
to admire the view before you; 
which, though a confined one, is 
pleaſingl/ tinctured with graces 
ſufficient to call your attention, 
and afford you the higheſt enter- 
tainment; its parts are bold, but 
few ; compoſed in a blend of wood 
and lawn amazingly huxuriant. | 


The aſcent now becomes ſteep, 
but not diſagreeably ſo; indeed 
were it even difficult, the pleaſure of 
landſcape becomes ſo affecting, it 
would be totally diſregarded. - * 
1 n, While 
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While with chearful ſtep you 885 


climb the ſide-mantled hill, a ſeat 

within a knot of old and crooked 
alders will invite you to it, where 
your eye will beſt be led over the 
grove that ſkirts the park, up the 
green ſublime ſides of the Clent 
hills, to their fir-crowned ſummit, 
in lofty eminence ; --- or will de- 


| lighted, repoſe at its foot, on the 


remains of an old duſky building, 
ſolemn and venerable, rearing its 
gothic turret among the buſhy 
trees, called 


i 
Upon the firſt glimpſe of this 


en object which adds ſo 
| | much 
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much dignity to the ſcene, one 
cannot reſiſt an involuntary pauſe 
ſtruck with its character, the 
mind naturally falls into reflections, 
while curioſity is on the wing, to be 
acquainted with its hiſtory; and I 
make no doubt that an antiqua- 
rian like my friend, would ſigh to 
know in what æra it was founded, 
and by whom: what ſieges it 
had ſuſtained; --- what blood had 
been ſpilt upon its walls: --- and 
- would lament. that hoſtile diſcord, 
or the iron hand of all-moulder- 
ing time, ſhould ſo rapaciouſly de- 


Oe It. 


Believe me, the appearance. of | 


-this antique pile has the power of * 
ſtamping 


- _ — _ 
1 4 K 25. > h 4 — — ——— 
* — — — c — 
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ſtamping theſe impreſſions on the 
the mind, ſo maſterly is ĩt executed 
to deceive; for in reality, it is no- 


thing but a deception, deſigned, 


a ncdl raiſed here, by the late noble 


eſt approach, it maintains the face 
cof having been, ſome centuries 
ago, ſtrong and formidable, it is a 
modern ſtructure, intended, not 
meerly as an object only, to give 
a livelier conſequence to the land- 
ſcape, but for uſe; being a lodge 
-for the keeper of che pax. 


This gothic ruin is very judi- 
ciouſly ſituated on the boldeſt 


eminence in the whole domain; 


HAGLEY PARK, 75 
and commands a moſt unboundeil 
proſpect: particularly fo, from a 
-neatly fitted- up room in the tower, 
which intentionally is left in a 
8 perfect. ſtate. And to keep the 
Whole deſign in its purity to 
wipe away any ſuſpicion of its be- 
ing any otherwiſe than a real ruin, 
the large and maffy ſtones, which 
zottering and ruinous walls, are 
ſuffered to lie about the different 
parts of the building, in the ut- 
moſt confuſion.* This greatly 
Ppreſerves its intention, and con- 


Theſe ſtones, which gave it niere the 
appearance of a real ruin, are now removed ; 
. for. what reaſon I know not. | 
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firms the common opinion of 


every ſtranger, of its early date; 
while, to throw a deeper ſolem- 
nity over it, and make it carry a 


ſtronger face of antiquity, ivy is 


encouraged to climb about the 


walls, and turrets; and it now fo 
.cloſely embraces thoſe parts with 
its gloomy arms, that it is impoſſi- 


ble to look upon it without a ſug- 


geſtion, of its being as ancient as 


it really appears. 


Yet, perhaps, were I diſpoſed to 
imitate thoſe critics who love to 


cavil, and never allow any thing 
they look upon to have the leaſt 
merit, I might be tempted to ſay, 


it 
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i would have flew itſelf more in 
character, had its dimenſions not 


been quite ſo much confined ; and 


that if ſome detached remains had 
been viſible in proper places, it 
poſſibly might have had a ſupe- 
rior effect; admitting it dee 
feſtive in this reſpect, there 1s, in 
my opinion, building ſufficient for 
the place, and for the intention, as 
it certainly conveys every boon re- | 
quired. 25 


The ground about this eligi- 
ble ruin, without exception, ſur- 
paſſes any other in the whole park: 
to its loftineſs is added, the moſt 
agreeable variety; and when you 
” 2 gain 
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ble and ſpacious lawn, extending 
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gain the fummit, the amazing pro- 


fuſion of proſpect over an unli- 


mited and beautiful country, will 
hold you in aftoniſhment and de- 
light. Nor will your attention be 
leſs engaged with what immedi- 
ately riſes before you; this is a no- 


itſelf from the baſe of the tower 
in eafy inequalities, matted in par- 
ticular ſpqts with patches of fern, 
and ſurrounded by wood and grove | 


_ finely hanging on its precipitate 


fides, in all the e of natu- 


ral e 


eee eee 
0. ſummit of this celebratec 
6 * park ; 
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park; and, if you, pleaſe, up the 
winding ſtaircaſe into the room of 
the tower, where e ey travels 
with ſuch pleaſure over an inex- 
hauſtible diverſity of objects; - 
and hefe Iwill ſuppoſe you gazing; 
While I make an excurſion to thoſe | 
parts which are ſeldom viſited -«4 
I mean the gothie feat in the leis 
ornatnented part of the park, and 
the Clertt hills ;--- but theſe places 
I ſhall make * OE with 
m * nent. 11 5d- do 


1 7 * 


#7 of eie 
1 am ; 
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LETTER y. 
T is true, the places I men- 
tioned to you in my laſt, are 
but ſeldom viſited. ---- What is 


that to the purpoſe ?---am I to 


be guided by the ſteps, or folly of 
the indifferent and the lazy! a lover 


of pleaſure grounds never ſees an 


object, be it ever ſo trivial, but 
will run to it with an eager curi- 


oſity: indeed with me, a mountain 
was ever the nobleſt object; and 


this, as it ought to be conſidered 


as VIE to the park, rearing 
its 
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its gay fides ſo proudly before me, 
from whoſe ſummit I was certain 
of looking down upon a more 
magnificent ſhew of nature than 
from the tower, was too flattering 
a circumſtance to turn away 
and not ie 


i 4 , 


Neem the Allie, 1 followed the | 
path leading to the gothic ſeat, 
which at a conſiderable: diſtance I - 
found in a- ſituation that greatly | 
exceeded my warmeſt expectation. 
A glade of at leaſt thirty acres, 
thrown into the moſt artleſs 
ſhape; and ſurrounded by planta- 
tions of elms, runs down into the 
groves and woods below, over 
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which, between the pictureſque 
turret of the ruin, and the obetifk, 
en the Witchberry hill, opens 2 
gay ſweep of country, . finely va- 
rid, among which, lord Stamford's 
grounds, the Clee hills, and the 
top of the Wrekin, ſtand eminent 
— nor will you be leſs pleaſed, on 


tee other hand, with the fight of 


the town. of Dudley, its caſtle, and 
a chain of tufted. hills rifing over 


| rich fcenes of cultivation, and 


To purſue the walk from hence 
is needleſs ---I therefore came back 


1 55 gate of the park, and found myſelf 


at the: downy foot of Clent. 
Lou 
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: You know my partiality fob | 
hills, and that I never could with» 
ſtand the temptation of ſealing 
the moſt difficutr one, were it ever 
o hutardous : remember the 
Bega frolic, when I ſtood un- 
concerned on the point of that tre- 
mendous cliff, contemplating the 

horrid abyſs before me; you at 4 
diſtance, howling and pale with 
terror and indignation at my te- 
merity. 1 confeſs that was a 
fooliſh mad freak, and I have ſince 


A mountain in Cheſhire, on fie fummit 
of which is a ruin of a ſtate ly caſte; faid to 
be built by Ranulph, earl of Cheſter, in the 
reign of King John ; from whence there is a 
moſt delightful proſpect of the country. 
Bi F 4 but 


eſten ſhuddered at the idea of it: 
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but chis lovely green hill i is quite 


of a different complexion from 
that no frightful precipice is 
here on the contrary, ſo eaſy. is 
the aſcent, that the moſt delicately 


framed girl alive would. reach it 
with - pleaſure, ---- I only wanted 


ſuch a companion, and. a little 


ſhade, to render the walk Inex- 
preſſibly agrecable. | 


What. a ſublime, and majeſtic 
ſcene l- ſtood in admiration, 
confounded at the illimitable ex- | 
panſe ! ---- my ſenſes: were abſorb- 
ed in wonder; nor could I help ex- 
claiming --- O nature! how great, 
how divine are thy works! 


In 
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In a thin atmoſphere, that re- 
markable hill called Radnor tump, 
and the black mountains in South 
Wales, are diſtinctly viſible, though - 
at leaſt ſixty or ſeventy miles diſ- 

tant. Malvern, and a chain of 
Gloceſterſnire hills --- the cloud 
like, loneſome Wrekin --- Edge 
hills, in the extreme part of War- 
wickſhire Bardon foreſt, in Lei- 
ceſterſhire, and other mountains, 
ſuperb and lofty,” circumſcribe a 
country; that, to the numberleſs* 
charms it contains, may be added- 
a fertility equal, if not ſuperior, to 
the richeſt in the Britiſh dominions. 
nut as it is impoſſible to convey 
to you an idea in the leaſt adequate 
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to · the immenſe. variety that ani- 


mates this glorious circle, you 
muſt excuſe my ſilence --- deſctip- 


tion would but impoveriſh it--- 


you mult ſee it and I will pro- 
miſe you, ſhould that ever happen, 
all the great or gay objects your 
fancy may have ſuggeſted to be 
viſible there, will die away, and 
be forgotten in the real ones. 


In my walk along the brow of 
this enchanting eminence, I was 
led to the cottage, which I found 
exactly in character, and fancifully 
fituated in a ſmall grove, on the 


edge of a concave ſweep of the 


hill, looking over a finely culti- 


MAGLEY PARK, A 
vated country, terminated by Mal- 


vern hills, at about W 
eee eee | 


1 have often a had the 
Senn wood in the park run in eon- 
tinuity under the ruin to the go- 
thic aleove, and up a deepiſh ca- 
vity about the middle of the hills, 
without a ſingle break te invite 
the eye, till it looked at once on 
the boundleſs proſpect at the 
ſummit--- the path winding from 
thence to the cottage, and back 
again, through. a few detached 

clumps down to the ruin --- that 
 Hagley. would have been one of 
the beſt finiſhed, and lovelieſt gar- 
dens in the world. 


I deſcended 
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I deſcended with regret from this 
delectable mountain, and came 
again within, the pale of the park, 
at the place I left it, near the 
ruin; where in the midſt of a grove 

of cheſnuts, the path finds its way, 
and then ſteals between a multi- 
plicity of knotty, crooked oaks, 
along the ſide of a narrow valley, 
capriciou ly wooded in the bottom 
only, to a ſeat ornamented wit 
ſhells, with this inſcription 1 in the 
ſame fancy: 


Sxbpks CONTEMPLATIONIS. _ 
1 OMNIA VANITAS. 


| The ſeat of contemplation.” 


All s vanity. = 


* 


HAGLEY PARK. 93 
This ſeat riſes in the midſt of 
ſylvan beauty, and no ſituation in 
the world can more aptly agree 
with the firſt line of the inſeription; 
---it is formed exactly for it, re- 
tired, ſolitary, and ſerene == in- 
deed, the whole of the walk from 
the ruin, is unparalleled: no val- 
ley-was ever-more happily diverſified 
---no taſte ever ſhewed-itſelf more 
powerfully ----we ' here ſee how 
| ſurpaſſing that part of gardening 
is, that never viol ates the laws 
preſcribed by nature; an if a de- 
ſigner, who might happen to have 
(as is ſometimes the caſe) ſome 
lively ſparks of genius about him, 
was to . be at- 


tentive | 
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tentive to its charms, he poſſibly 
might gather {ome laurels in au 
imitation · but the worſt part of 
it is, moſt of theſe gentlemen ot 
thing ue enough, and will dip 
their peneils into carmine, when 
the melt ſupple colour would 6: 
'S ee. times dener. 


a ub Fa delight 1 
this Tempean receſs, catching its in 
fluence in the feelings of the ſofteſt 
tranquility ;---every ſtep I tobks 
_ whether I deſcended into the ob- 
Teure, or roſe again to the more 
{prightly, thought the ſcene 
Tall geared mt found myſelf 
5 2893 Res within 
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within the. 1 of f perfeion. 
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One knows not how to ls 
am hermitage, or 4 cottage, ſtand- 
ing within the poliſhed park of a 
nobleman : there is an incongreity 
in both; and neither, in my opi- 
nion, ſhould be eee in 
_ Ee 


4 


- laced this Lanes; . 
 what' you will, is well enough 
| adapted to the ſcenery about it, 
being rudely formed with champs 
of woe, and . jagged old roots, 
a jambed 
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jambed together, and its inter- 
ſtices ſimply filled with moſs: the 
floor is neatly paved with ſmall 
pebbles, and a matted couch goes 
round it. 

A door from this leads into ano- 
ther apartment much in the ſame 
dreſs; every thing within, and im- 
mediately-about it, carries the face 
of poverty, and a contempt of the 
vain ſuperfluities of the world, fit 
for the imaginary inhabitant, whom 
we are to ſuppoſe deſpiſes the fol- 
lies and luxuries of life, and who 
devotes his melancholy hours, to 
meditation and a rigid abſtinence. 


Within 
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Within the firſt room are theſes 
well adapted lines A Ro 
. . re: | Mo 


0 


And may at laſt my weary. age N58 
Eind out the peaceful ms. 
The hairy gown-and moſſy cell, 
Where I may fit and rightly fy 
Of every ſtar that heay'n doth ſhew, / 
And every herb that fips the dew z 

Till old experience do attain J * 0 
To ſomething like prophetic ſtrain, 

Thele pleaſures melancholy give, 

An T'vath thee will chuſe to live. © 


— 
, . 
* 0 


11 1 


© we 
> 
. 
23 


. P 


| There appear from the door of 
this moſly cell, two perſpective 


Peeps at the diſtant country; one 
G of 
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es of the trees in front, and the 
other under them-—-- little fancies. 
of this ſort, in places ſo folitary, 
where they do not expoſe the ſitu» 
ation, but only tincture it with a 
ray of chearfulneſs, art very juſti- 


I ſuppoſe there is not in the 
whole of theſe domains, nor, I may 
venture to affirm, in any other, a 
receſs to be found, capable of ex- 


o 


citing more agreeable- feelings in 
te breaſt of a man of taſte, than 
this before vs. --- Nature and art 
co-opetate fo happily, that to diſ- 
boom one from the other, re- 


qui ires 


HAGLEY PARK. gg, 
quires 2 judgment little inferior to 
INVENT in the execution of 
t: the one ſeems to haye exerted 
al her powers in giving the moſt. 
random inequalities; the gther in 
the excellent diſpoſition of che 
groves, clumps,. or ſingle trees 
that adorn them. 


Excepting the two. perſpeftive 
views before-mentioned, the whole 
is cloſe, depending on its un 
parts, which though few, admit- 
ting only of 2 glimpſe of the 
deep tree · illed rural valley, ya- 
ter, ſlants of lawn and precipitate 


woody hills, are r r 
| _—_—_— 


n On 


1 0 
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8 On leaving the hermitage, you 
WW find the path guided down'a green 
"= declivity into the bottom of the 
3 5 valley - when having paſſed a ſort 
| of cell, by the ſide of a ſmall piece 


of water*, an abrupt turn of the 
walk> to the right, ranging up a 
ſteep ſemicircular hill, brings be- 


—— 2 ib — . — . _ 4 
„ noe ( 


x 
fore you once more, the ſplendid 
| and ſublime; a change, after mu- 
Wi * ſing among obſcure and ſolitary - 
i | ſcenes, extremely acceptable. 
| | This hill is covered with a well- 
bl ſet grove of oaks without any un- 
4 | This pond, as well as another I forgot to 
{4 : mention, on entering the valley, being uſeful, 
| | ſerving as reſervoirs for fiſh, I forbear com- 
1 menting upon. a 
Ry derwood ; 


i 
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. derwood; and as you in panting 
ſtep, ſlowly wind up its ſteep ſide, 
you very probably may be tempted 
to a friendly bench or two, to eaſe 
your wearied limbs, as well to 
amuſe yourſelf with thoſe crouds 
of objects that here 1 them- 
ſelves before you. 


Upon gaining * ſummit, the 
walk continues in a very deſirable 


level; and though within a ſtiff 


line of ancient elms and ſycamores, 
the country which you are very at- 
tentive to between them, diverts 
the eye from noticing it, till at 
length a gentle fall brings you to 
chat celebrated ſeat from whence, 
WI proſpect, 
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proſpect, in all its dignity, Rtands 
' confeſſed. 


Here you will find theſe thank 
capplicably taken from the fifth 
bock of Paradife Loft. 


"Theſe are Jy deere works, re of 
good 

Almighty ! thine this univerſal frame, 

Thus wond'rous fair; thyſelf how won- 

© *@'rovs then! | | 

Unf peakable, who GON Move the heavens, 


_ inviſible, or dimly ſeen - 


Inthefethy loweſtw orks; yer theſe declare 


[Thy goodneſs wo Moths and power 
divine. 


A lawn, ample as fair, ſweep- 


ins in a bold deſcent from the 


* 
· 


foot, - 
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foot, hod farting dc ants ab 
ever graced the turf, anlirens and 
Mew the manſien in All ita beauty 
---4 ſuperb. objet indοοι, 
| when vou add its caxinons, not on- 

ly campleat a malt degant anne, 
but is the ſmeiſt fare+graund ĩma- 
ginable, to throw a more poliſhed: 
luſtre upon the diſtant eountry, 
though nature bas fo lHerũlly ca- 
— „ 


n be 0 a 
ticing every particular object with- 
in the ſplendid ie indretl ĩt 
. 'be effeſted n i 
7 G 4 look 
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look upon lofty hills, woods, am- 
Ple valleys, meadows, plains, and 

cultivated fields in corn or paſture 
nor is wanting the empurpled 
heath, foreſts, the village, or the 
grove-decked villa to vary, while 
the dim horizon is that chain of 
cloud topt Welſh mountains, ſeen 


before from the ruin and the Clent 


hills. 

In mort, nature from this dek- 
cious brow, appears ſo great, that 
ſhe ſpurns deſcription --- ſhe af- 


ſords thoſe glories which not only 


faſcinate the eye, but fill the mind 
with the moſt awful impreſſions of 
the my jelty, and inconceivable 

greatneſa 


"HAGLEY' PARK. roy 
greatneſs of that Power from 
n ſhe herſelf Re) 


After the conſiderable ſtay made © 
here, looking upon the unbound- 
ed ſhew before me, till I thought 


the whole went round; I, inſtead = 


of purſuing: the road which leads 
down to the houſe, turned ſhort 
into the adjacent wood---to its in- 


viting covert---where for ſcenery, 


for novelty, and for every thing 
the moſt refined taſte can give, 
nothing in the whole park excels.” 


At the firſt ſcreen the eye is 

finely relieved in a fudden change 
— AY proſpect, full of a 
thouſand 


— —_ 
i 
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chouſand ohjects, to an accom» 
pliſhed landſcape, animated by 
the gayeſt variety, and rural mag- 
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eee ane : 
Cece Gar. ade 
foot, imo a deep gien below, co- 
reſt trees; while over their buſhy 
heads, which form. à broad level 
baſe, appears another chearſul 


wow 
— —— 


* 
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. lawn gently riſing, on the verge of 
4 which ſtands an elegant portico, 

= thickly fringed on each ſide, and 
behind, by firs. and tall elms;--- 
the temple of Theſeus over this, 
on a more elevated brow, among a 


9 
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rich opake plantation of Scotch 
"Hrs, ſtretching up the hilt-—rthe 
majeſtic obeliſk on a graſſy boſd 
hill above, with the Wirchberry 
wood rumming behind it, mo the 
valley below, and a pliwapfe of the 
turrets of the hwuſe, re the ob- 
jects collected in TR NT 
— * 


I apprehend every ſpectator who 
treads the Elyſian walks of Hagley 
park, will be ſo convictively ſtruck 

with” the view before him, as to 

confeſs it one of the moſt beautiful 


that ever was e hs Fatigue 


of taſte. OWL 1-9 
3 Your 
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Lour attention will be called in 


this buſy part of the park, almoſt 
| every ſtep you. take. — In advanc- 


ing a few paces from the laſt ſeat, 


to another, you will find the face 
of every thing changed again: 
no buildings are viſible; all are 
| ſhut out by the woeds; yet over 
them, and the lawn before you, an 
opening diſcovers a clump of firs 
on a green knole, at an agreeable 
diſtance, and the ſtupendous wre- 


kin, ending a diverſified ſcope of 


country, of about thirty miles. 


Let me remind you, that we are 


now * in the midſt of Mr, 


* 8 
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Pope's favourite walk ---- among: 
thoſe peaceful bowers where he: 
was wont to muſe; when a little 


farther we unexpectedly drop up- 
on a Doric portico, which is ho- 
noured with the name of 


POPE's BUILDING: 


INSCRIBED; 
QUIETT ET MUSIS.- 
To Quiet and the Muſes. 


This charming ſeat is on the 
brink of a ſteep declivity, the 
woods in its front and ſides form- 
ing a very ſtriking area of lawn, 
where you will obſerve among the 

trees, 
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trees, a glimmering of water, and 
that fturdy ivy-twiſted oak I took 
you to, an emerging from the- 
grot ; and beyond, partly in the 
ſame direction, over the top of 
the grove, in the valley beneath, 
the portico, the obeliſk, Witch- 
betry wood, and part of the fir 
plantations ; but the Greeian tem- 
ple is entirely ſecluded, 


a 


I am, &c, 


FEET TEN 


> & * : * i . © 4 4 141 _ $4 * 
LETTER VE 
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THINK, in my laſt, I left 

which the immortal Pope uſed to ſit 
contemplating, or (like yon) ad- 
miring the beauteous ſcene before 
him. --- Let me now conduct you i 
yrs g. another part of me 
though not leſs n your at- 
tention. 


From hence (obſerving after 2 
white to keep to the left) the walk 
takes 
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takes a ſolitary turn within the 
wood in artleſs wave, overſhaded 
by the nobleſt oaks that ever 


grew; venerable and lofty, ſome 


- ſhattered by time, hoary, and ſhew- 


ing their moſs - grown capricious 
roots: others in their prime, wav» 
ing in the breeze their gay foli- 
aged arms: even the very air 
itſelf breathes pleaſure; you feel 
its genial influence; and whilſt 


happy in the enjoyment, an open- 


ing diſcovers thoſe extenſive lawns 
and groves, which it has been ſaid a 


greatly reſemble the much-famed 


ones of Tinian. 


9 


Whatever they may reſemble, 


ſurely nothing can exceed the land- 


ſcape 


5 
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ſcape before us, in point of every 
deſirable beauty — no parade of 
art in the ſumptuous temple no 
groves tortured into avenue, or 
other ridiculous transformation. 
Nature here wears the robes of 
her own choice, diſcovering that | 
chaſtity of dreſs, which ever finds 
a way to the heart before the moſt 
ſplendidly alluring. IR 
J remember to have heard a | 
-man of reputed genius declare, 
that no landſcape could be com- 
pleat without the appearance of a 
building. This ſuggeſts the pain- 
ter true; but though one ſhould 
imagine landſcape painters to be 
* 


1 
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Very good deſigners, 1 confeſs, I 
never heard that any of them ac- 
quired much reputation as ſuchz 
at leaſt, J believe it is rare. Real 

landſcape, and canvaſs landſcape, 
are two things; painting and deſign- 
Ing may feem analagous; but be- 
Heve me, oy are extremely dif- 


ferent. 


Though no building appear here, 
except the urn, dedicated to that 


great genius, Pope, who particularly 
"regarded this place, and which ſtands 
ſo gracefully among the ſelf- dropt 


trees, ſtraggling from the hanging 
wood I cannot be perſuaded that 
either n obeliſk, or any other 

ornament 
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ornament is wanting ſufficiently 
pictureſque are the wands, the fine 
inequality of the ground, che rich- 
neſs and beauty of the irregular- 
. fided ſweeping lawn, the vivid hills 

of Clent too, fwelling gradually 
over a more diftant ranging grove, . 
and crowned, with the cluſtering 
Pine. — Nature, in ſome, places, is 
ſo replete with all that is amiable, 
that nothing but the moſt gothic 

ignorance would, attempt an im- 
provement — what ſhe means to 
be viſible here, is only the Plain, | 
N u and ure 


While thus your attepaion is 
engaged, and your eye eagerly 
glances over this beautiful blend 
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of lawn, hill, and wood, you are 


drawn to another bench at a little 
diſtance; where — will find theſe 


lines: 2 


Libet jacere modo ſub antiqui ilice, 
Modo in tenaci gramine: 
Labunter altis interim rivis aquæ, 
Quzrunter in ſylvis aves: 
Fonteſque lymphis obſtrepunt manantibus 
Somnus quod invitet leves. 


Now on the verdant graſs beneath the ſhade 
Of ancient oaks, our wearied limbs are laid: 
While in full ſtreams the water glides along, 
And birds in woods pour _ the plzin- 
ve ſong; 

Now by ſome fountain, murm'ring as it 
flows, | | a FL. 
Deyoid of care, indulge in ſoft repoſe. 

| This 


% 
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This bench half ſurrounds a 
venerable oak, immerſed in a ſo- 
litary, rough- ſided deep glen, and 
a. part of that, running down to 
the alcove · before deſcribed --- _ 
rude, and filled with variety of 

trees, beeches, oaks, aſhes, in the 
utmoſt confuſion: ſome tottering 
with age, intermingling their na- 
ked roots; others thin and tall, 
allant or ſtraight, mix, croud, and 
entwine their luxuriant branches ; 
among which, ſeveral rills are 
taught to dribble their mazy 
courſe, in natural worn paſſages, 
doven the ſteep ſhelving banks --- 

the trickling of theſe the diſtant 
rural clamour of a rookety, and 
| H 3 the 
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che murmuring ſtock-dove, joining 
in concert with the lefſer warblers 
more ſprightly ſhrill --- with the 
ſolemm pleaſing gloom, that ever 
attends the genius of the place; 
impreſs on the mind the moſt 
agreeable ſenſations, and abſorb 
Every care in the ſoft effuſtons of 
G e N and 12815 


Upon emerging Bomm this arca- 
dian bower, which beggars de- 
ſcription, you will tread a path, 
retired, and ſhady, along the fide 
of the glen, open to the lawn and 
wood, till you approach that part 
of it J brought you to before. 
Here we again croſs, and in turn- 

a i q ing 


HAGLEY BARK, yp. 


ing ſhort to the right, will mark 


another rill, chirping "down the 


ſteep; and in winding among the 
trees, a ſcreen under a ſpacious 
oak, gives the een e 
from Horace: "Pray 


Quid minuat curas, quid te tibi reddat 


amicum, 8 | 
Quid pure canquill honos, ; an : dulce 


* 1 


lucellum; 
An ſecretum iter, et fallentis ſernita vitæ. 


| Conſult the wiſdom of each page, 

Enquire of ev'ry ſcienc'd ſage, * 

How you may glide with gentle eaſe. 
 Adawn che current of your dass; 

| H14z What 


nee 
Qua ratjone que as tradꝑcęre leniter Rynm, 
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What may the force of care ſuſpend. 
And make you to. yourſelf a friend ; 
Whether the tranquil. mind, and pure, 
Honours, or wealth, our blifs ſecure ; 
Or down through life unknown to ſtray, 
Where lonely leads the ſilent way. | 
FRANCIS. 


The ground about this place has. 
a good deal the air of the forego- 
ing ſcene; its inequalities are bold; 
and finely mantled with wood, 
carrying, as the eye is led up 
the ſombrous glen, a face of the 

deepeſt ſolitude, yet not without a 
certain chearfulneſs hanging about 

it, extremely pleaſing : --- and as 
the path twiſts among the nume- 

rous, lofty, and ſuperb trees, you 
2 have 
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have now and then a glimpſe, and 
at laſt a full view tft 


The ROTU NDO. 


But before you approach it, a 
bench will ſtop you a moment to 
take a curſory look upon the wild 
and leſs diſtinguiſhed part of the 
park, which here extenſively opens 
to the foot of the Clent hills, and 
| where you ſee the gothic white 
ſeat, in a very becoming character, 
under the ranging grove.. 


The rotundo is an elegant and 
compleat building; and from it, 
the alcove, deep in the bottom of 

a |; 2 the | 


\ 
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| the avenue, is the prettieſt picture 
mimaginable -I call it an avenue, 


but it deſerves a better appellation 
--- it no way reſembles one of thoſe 
ridiculous formal lines cut inten- 


tionally for ſuch through a wood; 


but what you often ſee natyre give, 
a hollow narrow valley, its ſteep 
ſides crouded with trees, and What, 
if aſſiſted by art in a ſimilar man- 
ner to this, might appear ſome- 
what in the ſame features. | 


This dame ſeems to be erected 
meerly. as an object to give a 
greater conſequence to the viſta _ 
from the alcove : it being viſible 
from no other point, as I remem» 

; | "Don, 


ber, to any very extraordinary ad- 
vantage, at leaſt not to call for - 
fuperb a ee * 


You will find the ha about 
it dreſſed in 'a very lively taſte 


— a felf-dropped grove of oaks 


covers the ſloping lawn on each 
fide.; and behind, a laurel clump 


ſcreens, and by its contraſt, ſets off 


the building in the fineſt light. It 
is throngh the oak grove where 
you cannot but remark the oddity 
of ſome of the trees, that the path 
ſteals along, dipping again into 
another rude glen, and afterwards 
to a wood-encircled lawn -- here, 


a a ſmall bench under a tall dak, 


5” | — | N gives 
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gives a perfectly romantic view 
of the high turret of the caſtle, 


delightfully emboſomed - and at 


the next tree you are equally 


pleaſed: with a view the other way, 


of a ſweep of the diſtant country, 


and the obeliſk, on the Witch- 


berry hill. 


It is now that you enter a formal 


avenue of elins, which bears no 


relation to the beauties of Hagley: 


but you will forget this, and keep 
your eye on the other fide of the 
park, which all the way appears in 


the very perfection of landſcape; 
and after paſſing the rural vicarage 


houſe, and a whimſical well, under 


a clump 
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a clump of firs and hollies, you 


will ſtep again into taſte and ele- 1 
gance, at | = 


THOMSON's SEAT. 


A very handſome and well- 
finiſhed building, in an octagonal 
form; and his lordſhip, who loved, 
and did every thing in his power 
to ſhew his friendſhip to the poet, 

erected it to his memory. 


Ingenio immortali 
JACOBI- THOMSON. 
Poetæ ſublimis; . 
: Viri boni: 
Acdiculam hanc, in ſeceſſu, quem vivus dilexit, 
| Poſt mortem ejus conſtructam, 
1 ho ah Dicat dedicatque 


' GEORGIUS LYTTELTON. * / 
To 
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Io ͤſthe immortal genius f 

of JAMES, THOMSON, 
A ſublime poet; 

A good man: | 

Thistewple (builtafter bis death) in that receſs 
| Which when living he delighted in; 

| Is erected and dedicated 
By GEORGE LYTTELTON, 


For variety for almoſt every 
principal feature that diſtinguiſhes | 
the beauty of landſcape, perhaps 
not one place in the whole park, 
holds the eye ſo much in pleaſure 

as this --- the favourite one of the 
ingenious and deſcriptive Thomſon. 


A lawn, gently ſlopes from the 
foot of the temple, in a copious, 
7 | and 


J 
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and irregular-ſided area, ' fringed 
with chearful light groves; and in 
front, by that glorious one, mant 
ling, with all its pride, the declivity 
of the hill, where in the midſt, 
juſt riſing above the branches of its 
lower compartment, as if ſuſ- 
pended there, and putting one in 
mind of ſome enchatited pavilion 
in romance, Pope's building ap- 
pears moſt engagingly attractive 
---nor will you leſs admire the 


. more diſtant Clent hill, with its 


fir groupe, the duſky old tower 


underneath, and that pictureſque 


Alant of laun within the wood 


While on the other hand, a break 
lets in, the ſtupendous mountain 


of 
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=. of - Malvern, heaving up its un- 
It weildy fides, like a dark and heavy 
b doud, at an | amazing diſtance. | 


| From 3 the path benz 
within the ſhade of line-ſet trees. 4 F 
= and at laſt opens at 
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The COLUMN. 
On the top of which ſtands in 2 
Roman habit, Frederick prince of 
Wales, -the father of his * 
majeſty. 


1 This pillar is erected on that 
lovely eminence, I mentioned on 
my leaving the houſe, and which 
gives · ſo much importance to the 
landſcape 
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landfcape there. It is ſkirted by 2 
ſemicircular grove of elms and 
beeches, extending from its baſe 
down the fide of the hill, and be- 
hind, by tall firs rifing gradually 
above each other in the moſt 
graceful manner, and far above 
the height of the building.---In 

regard to the proſpect from it, 
ſurely nothing can be greater - 
more delighrfal. The verdure of 
the fweeping lawn, the inexpreſſi- 
ble richneſs of the groves upon it, 
the grandeur of the houſe, and the 
luxuriant, uninterrupted expanſe 
beyond, uniting, form at once one 
of the moſt ſplendid, diverſified 
ſcenes the eye can with for, or the 
20 I moſt 
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moſt animated imagination con- 
. 


Down from this hill, the path 
ſtretches within the umbrage of 
the grove, to che Alcove ; where 1 
again ſat for ſome time, contem- 
plating che flowery ſcene, and then 
after paſſing the other wicket, I 
found an amuſing walk that led me 
through an avenue of old trees of 
an amazing ſize, by the church, to 
the noble manſion. 8 


* 


Werber this celebrated prk be be 
confided. as a, park only, or a 
garden, or both; its beauties are 
ſo correſpondeft - --- ſo character- 
| iſtic 
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iſtic, that in either light, it ſpeaks 
the well-known genius of the great 
deſigner: --- no ſcenes were ever 
formed with more > judgment, or 


ever appeared in a happier con- 
nexion no buildings, if you are 
attentive to them, whether on the 
hill, in the wood, or in the deep 
receſs, ever gave a finer conſe- 
quence to the ſpots they decorate ; 
ſo critically | are they ene to 
each e place. 


: 3 


A park gives a great latitude to 
a man of taſte: gay and fanciful 
objects, are certainly required; and 
ſhould be thrown about with'a H- 


beral hand where proper points re- 
| „ quire 
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quire them but neither gaudy, 
trifling, or ſuperfluous: errors too 
often fallen into, and when ſo, give 
more diſguſt than a total ſuppreſ- 
fion of them. --- The Witchberry 
hills, in their natural ſtate, before 

the pencil marked them, were 
dreary, naked and wild; that, and 
their proximity to ſo gay a neigh- 


bour as the park, caught the eye of 
| his lordſhip---they called for em- 
|; belliſnment; and when the por- 
| rico, theobeliſk, and the fir planta- 
iF tion, roſe upon their brows, per- 
ſecſtion roſe with them; and they 


it : now ſtand the nnn. of every 
ll beholder, 
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HFagley, with all its ſuperior 
eee is looked upon 
by a great many people, (wiſe 
connoiſſeurs undoubtedly} to be 
defective on account of its not 
having a river, or an extenſive 
lake, without once troubling their 

heads about the impoſſibility of 
there being either. May one not 
as rationally make the ſame ob- 
jection, and call a place that is flat, 
which nature hath abundantly ſup- 
plied with water, as defective, be- 
cauſe there is no hill to recom- 
mend it?--- The genius of Hag- 
ley is ſuch, that it does not require 
the appearance of water; nor is 
there one part in the whole do- 


main, 
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main, where a lake would have a 
good effect. | 

Were I to think any thing, 


beſides what I have hitherto caft 
a critical eye upon, exceptiona- 


ble, in theſe inimitable pleaſure 


grounds, it would be the crop- 
ping of ſome of the laurels in 
the grotto; and the confined ex- 
tent of lawn on the North fide of 
the houſe --- but when even theſe 
come to be duly conſidered, you 
will find a ſtrong neceſſity for both 
--- were the laurels ſuffered to 
| ſtand in the freedom of growth, the 
viſta from the Acove would be ob- 
| Krufted; and the houſe. would loſe 


great 
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great conveniences in a ſituation 
farther from the offices. 


Upon the whole, whatever may ' 


be called faulty, I think it is lit- 
tle better than impertinence to 
point out a ſingle blemiſh--- take 


it altogether, Hagley is undoubt- _ 
edly one of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 


places in the kingdom, for taſte, 
elegance, and beauty. TOS 


Iam 


Yours, &c. 


THE END. 
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